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INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 


May,  1989  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have  ap- 

plied  for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by  July 
1,  1989,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

2299  Alan  W.  Judd,  P.  0.  Box  19,  Beeston,  Notts,  England  NG9  2NE 
(Ancients  & Spurious  Issues  of  the  World) 

3000  World  Proof  Numismatic  Association,  P,  0.  Box  4094,  Pittsburgh, 

PA  15201  - (Foreign  Proof  Coins  & Medals) 

3001  Milan  Huba,  P.  0.  Box  36,  Villa  Park,  IL  60181 

(Austria,  Hungary,  Moldavia,  Transylvania) 

***** 


DONATIONS  REPORT 


The  following  donations  have  been  received  since  the  last  report: 


Name 


FRALEY,  Marvin  L. 
TAYMAN,  Barry 
WEST,  Kenneth 


Donation 


Preference  of  Use 


6 Yugoslavia  Coins 
$10.00  Cash 
$15.00  Cash 


NI  Reference  Collection 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 


★★★★★ 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material 
to  the  NI  Library: 

Wi 1 1 iam  E . Benson 


UN40.SmiW:1970:CB 

SMITH,  WARD  D./MATRAVERS , BRIAN 

Chinese  Banknotes 
Pub.  1970,  225pp,  illus. 

UA60.SwaA:1961:MCWW2 
SWAILS,  ALFRED  J. 

Military  currency  W.  W.  II  U.S.  and  Allies 
Pub.  1961,  63pp,  illus.  w/Sup.,  30pp,  illus. 

David  G.  Briggs 

JA79.A11D:1978:ICC 
ALLEN,  DEREK  F. 

An  Introduction  to  Celtic  Coins 
Pub.  1978,  80pp,  illus. 
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John  $.  Davenport 


JE82.DavJ:1989:ETSDP 
DAVENPORT,  JOHN  S. 

EcuSj,  talers,  scudos,  daalders,  patagons,  piastres, 
ducatoons  of  the  French  Provinces  1542-1673. 

Pub.  1989,  39pp,  illus. 

II,  In  addition  to  the  above  we  would  like  to  thank  Thomas  Schilling- 
er,  David  Briggs,  Ran  Zander  and  William  Benson  for  additional  num- 
ismatic material  donated  to  the  Library. 

Granvyl  G,  Hulse,  Jr.,  Book  Librarian 
Jim  Haley,  Periodical  Librarian 

***** 


"BEST  ARTICLE  OF  THE  YEAR"  (1988)  TO  BE  PRESENTED: 

The  voting  has  been  tallied  for  the  "Best  Article  of  the  Year"  for 
articles  appearing  in  the  NT  BULLETIN  during  1988.  The  final  results 
are  as  follows: 


First  Place:  David  Block.  "NAPOLEONIC  MEDALS"  (June,  November). 

Second  Place:  I.  C.  G.  Campbell.  "AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  BYZANTINE  COIN- 

AGE" (Continuing  Series  - January  thru  December). 

Third  Place:  Lawrence  C.  Korchnak.  "INTRODUCTION  TO  SIEGE  COINS" 

(October) . 


Voting  was  as  follows:  First  Place  - 30,6%;  Second  Place  - 16.7%; 
Third  Place  - 11.1%. 


Eight  other  articles  also  received  votes. 

Our  congratulations  for  the  second  year  in  a row  to  David  Block  on  this 
excellent  continuing  series.  We  hope  to  see  further  issues  in  the 
months  ahead. 


Marvin  L.  Fraley,  Editor  & Fred  Drost,  Art.  Ed. 
*********************************************** ************ *********** 


JOHN  II  SIGISMUND  (1556-1571) 


During  the  Turkish  Wars,  1565,  John 
II  Sigismund  of  Transylvania  struck 
a uniface  Taler.  The  obverse  has  a 
small  Coat  of  Arms  with  a rampant 
wolf  in  the  center  of  the  flan. 

After  the  conquest  of  the  Fortress 
Segedin,  during  this  war,  the 
Turkish  general  Haly  Pasha  sent  40 
conquered  flags  and  4,000  cut-off 
noses  as  trophies  to  Constantinople. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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A SAMANID  HOARD  OF  NUH  I BIN  NASR 


Raymond  J.  Hebert ^ Rockville,  Maryland 

Among  the  coins  in  the  author's  collections  is  a small  hoard  of  twenty- 
three  silver  pieces  obtained  in  Teheran  in  1964.  All  were  struck  in 
the  names  of  the  Samanid  Nu|;i  I b.  Najr  (331-343  A.H.  = 942-954  A.D.) 
and  of  the  Caliph  al-MustakfT  (333-334  A.H.  = 944-946  A.D.|  at  two 
mints,  Bukhara,  the  Samanid  capital,  in  Transoxania,  and  Nisapiir  in 
Khurasan,  during  a three  year  period,  339,  340  and  341  A.D.  (=  950/1, 
951/2  and  952/3  A.D.).  Although  it  was  claimed  by  the  dealer  from 
whom  they  were  bought  that  the  coins  were  found  at  Nisapur,  neither 
the  location  nor  the  circumstances  of  the  find  could  be  definitely 
ascertained,  nor  was  it  possible  to  learn  if  the  hoard  was  intact. 

Throughout  Nuh  I's  reign,  there  were  a number  of  internal  revolts  in 
his  domains.  His  governor  in  Khurasan,  Man§ur  b.  Qara-TigTn  of 
IsfTjab,  was  not  successful  either  in  restoring  order  and  discipline 
among  the  troops,  who  had  not  been  paid  except  irregularly,  or  in 
getting  Nub  I to  relieve  him  of  his  onerous  task.  Upon  his  death  in 
340  A.H.  (=  951  A.D.),  his  post  was  given  to  ^AlT  b.  al-MuhtSj  of 
Chagh5niy3n.  The  latter  left  Chaghaniyan  and  Tirmidh  in  the  care  of 
his  son  and  arrived  in  Khurasan  in  Dhu-al -Hi j jah  340  A.H.  (=  952  A.D.) 
where  he  soon  restored  order. 1 The  hoard  may  have  been  hidden  during 
the  latter  period  especially  since  the  coins  show  little  sign  of  wear. 

The  Caliph  whose  name  appears  on  the  coins  is  not  al-Muti  iT-allah 
(334-363  A.H.  = 946-974  A.D.)  but  al-Mustakfi  who  succeeded  in  Safar 
333  A.H.  and  adbicated  Jum3da  II  334  A.H.  which  seems  to  be  evidence 
of  the  Shi^ite  controversy  that  raged  during  and  following  the  former's 
reign. 

The  coins  range  in  diameter  from  26  to  32  millimeters,  with  a mean 
diameter  of  29.2mm,  and  range  in  weight  from  2.253  to  4.2  grams,  with 


a mean  weight  of 
Metrological  data 

3.137 
is  as 

grams.  Die 
follows: 

alignments 

are  completely  irregular. 
Direction  of 

No. 

Mint 

Year 

Di ameter 

Weight 

die  alignment 

1. 

Bukh5r§ 

339 

30 

3.263 

8:00  o'clock 

*2. 

BukharS 

339 

29.5 

2.5 

1 :30 

3. 

Bukh5r5 

340 

29.5 

3.921 

11:00 

4. 

Bukhara 

340 

29 

3.7 

11:00 

5. 

Bukhara 

340 

28.5 

3.378 

6:00 

*6. 

Bukhara 

340 

28.5 

3.253 

8:00 

7. 

Bukhara 

340 

30 

2.933 

10:00 

8. 

Bukhara 

340 

29 

2.6 

12:30 

9. 

Bukhara 

340 

30 

2.579 

8:30 

10. 

Bukhara 

340 

29 

3.369 

6:00 

11. 

Bukhara 

340 

30.5 

3.344 

9:00 

12 

Bukhara 

340 

29.5 

3.307 

2:00 

13 

Bukhara 

340 

29.5 

3.015 

7:30 

1.  W.  Barthold,  Turkestan  doun  to  the  Mongol  Invasion  (London  1958) 

pp.  248-9.  See  also  The  Cambridge  History  of  Iran,  Vol . 4,  p.  1-49. 
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itryib  uii, 


V 


Simlnidt  and  Ulbutary 
I po«»ara  >0)ainavkU.  $afttrida 
rulara  o<  Cbafl^*n>yanand 

I BOyida  Bbuttal) 


, , . Minor  OaiUml.Kixdiah  and  Arab  dynaabM 
II  I U2)vfc1da.Ba»and>da.BldOaoIn.da.Ra<in»idida. 
Muaillrida,  Siaddididt.  Sbar>4r>4b*ba,  alcj. 

I Ua-BtOnid  ISti««raajn-et>S<a 


Map  of  the  Samanid  Empire  circa  A.H.  388  = A.D.  998 
(from  The  Cambridge  History  of  Iran,  vol . 5) 

Direction  of 


No. 

Mint 

Year 

Diameter 

Weight 

die  alignment 

*14. 

Bukhara 

340 

29 

3.0 

6:30  o'clock 

15. 

Bukhara 

340 

29 

2.760 

8:30 

16. 

Bukhara 

340 

32 

2.740 

7:30 

17. 

Bukhara 

340 

29.5 

2.385 

12:00 

*18. 

NTsapur 

340 

27.5 

2.930 

11:00 

19. 

Bukhara 

341 

29 

3.852 

2:30 

*20. 

Bukhara 

341 

29.5 

3.3 

3:30 

21. 

Bukhara 

341 

31 

2.984 

2:30 

*22. 

Nisapur 

341 

26 

4.2 

7:00 

*23. 

NTsapur 

341 

27 

2.9 

6:30 

* Illustrated 

A description  of  the  coins  is  as  follows: 

Nos.  1-2 

dJJ 
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Obv.  inner  margin:  0*^3  ^ ^ Vj-» 

Obv.  outer  margin:  4JiM  tjf.)  yoj  aUjI  ^ y’  ^ 

Reverse  margin:  Qur'an  IX  33 

There  is  a point  above  the  second  mim  of  Muhammad  in  the  reverse 
field  and  in  the  margin. 


As  nos.  1-2 


Obv.  inner  margin:  ^ 

Obv.  outer  margin:  as  nos.  1-2 

Reverse  margin:  Qur'an  IX  33 


Nos.  3-9 


No,  6 


Nos.  10-17 


As  nos.  1-2 


Obv.  inner  margin:  as  nos.  3-9 

Obv.  outer  margin:  Qur'an  XXX  3-4 

Reverse  margin:  Qur'an  IX  33 

These  specimens  are  to  be  compared  to  Tornberg  No.  528  or  Dorn  No. 
230,  p.119. 


No.  18 


aJD 


jJUUi 


i 


i 


i 


Obv.  inner  margin:  Aw  j^«tw  ^ Vj-*  >•— # 

Obv.  outer  margin:  Qur'an  XXX  3-4 

Reverse  margin:  Qur'an  IX  33 

Nos . 19-21  

As.  nos.  10-17  As  nos.  1-2 

Obv.  inner  margin:  OtHVjb  C*f'cJ  j^«  iw  IjUl^  Vj-® 

Obv.  outer  margin:  Qur'an  XXX  3-4 

Reverse  margin:  Qur'3n  IX  33 

These  pieces  are  to  be  compared  with  Tornberg  No.  538. 


I 


No.  20 


No.  22 


As  no.  18 


Obv.  inner  margin:  (nc) 

Obv.  outer  margin:  Qur'an  XXX  3-4 

Reverse  margin:  Qur'an  IX  33 

No.  23 

• • 


As  no.  18 


Obv.  inner  margin:  As  no.  22 

Obv.  outer  margin:  Qur'an  XXX  3-4 

Reverse  margin:  Qur'an  IX  33 


No.  23 


This  piece  is  to  be  compared  to  Tornberg  np.536.  The  word  zafar 
("victory")  on  the  obverses  of  nos.  22-23  may  have  some  reference  to 
the  restoration  of  order  in  Khurasan  by  Abu  Ali  mentioned  above. 
Attention  should  also  be  drawn  to  the  beautiful  Nakhsh  script  form 
of  the  name  Nuh  b.  Nasr  of  nos.  18  and  23  in  contrast  to  the  others 
where  an  earlier  epi graphical  form  is  used. 


Note : This  paper  was  written  over  16  years  ago.  Some  of  the  pieces 

have  been  donated  to  the  National  Numismatic  Collections  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution.  These  are  the  pieces  which  have  been  weighed  to 
3 decimal  places. 


ARABIC  DATING  AND  MILLED  COINAGE  FIRSTS  IN  GREAT  BRITAIN 


The  first  British  coin  with  an  Arabic  date  is  a 1551  Crown. 
The  first  British  milled  coin  is  a 1662  crown. 


(Submitted  by  Ron  Herneshen) 
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CAIUS  JULIUS  CAESAR 


by  R.R.  Katcher,  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  NIfil289 

Caius  Julius  Caesar  was  the  -first  Roman  to  have  his  likeness 
on  coins  in  his  own  life  time.  This  was  only  one  of  a profusion 
of  honors  that  was  lavished  on  him  by  the  Senate  during  his 
eventful  career.  His  earliest  denarii  do  not  bear  his  portrait, 
but  rather  exhibit  for  the  most  part  the  head  of  Venus.  Other 
obverse  types,  while  having  the  name  "CAESAR"  on  them  show  such 
things  as  an  elephant  trampling  on  a serpent  and  a winged  bust  of 


victory.  Several  other  types  have  "CAESAR"  on  the  reverse  and 
the  head  of  Vertus  or  Cupid  and  Venus  on  the  obverse. 

Julius  Caesar  has  been  called  the  greatest  man  history  has 
handed  down  to  us.  His  death  notice  on  the  ides  of  March  is 
still,  or  was  until  recently,  noted  each  year  in  the  March  15th. 
issue  of  the  "New  York  Times"  newspaper.  The  Julia  gens  was  a 
family  who  assumed  their  descent  from  Arcanius,  sometimes  called 
lulus  who  was  the  son  of  Aneas.  According  to  Pliny  the  Younger 
(Roman  author  and  orator  A.D.  62-114),  the  surname  of  "Caesar", 
which  the  family  bore,  was  derived  from  some  ancestor  who  had 
been  taken  by  Cesarean  incision  from  his  mother's  womb.  Later 
authors  have  attributed  this  method  of  birth  to  that  of  Julius 
Caesar  himself  and  thus  the  phrase  "caesarean  section". 

Caius  Julius  Caesar  was  born  the  son  of  Lucius  Julius  Caesar 
(praetor)  and  of  Aurelia,  in  the  654th.  year  of  Rome  (B.C.  100). 
This  was  during  the  consulship  of  C.  Marius  and  L.  Valerius 
Flaccus,  which  makes  Caesar  six  years  younger  than  Pompeius 
Magnus  and  Marcus  Tullius  Cicero.  Caesar’s  mother  was  very 
vigilant  in  her  superintendence  over  her  children’s  education  and 
took  great  interest  in  the  advancement  and  welfare  of  her  son 
Caius.  On  his  part,  he  too  appears  to  have  been  affectionately 
and  reverential  ly  attached  to  her.  When  he  was  yet  a mere  boy  he 
was  elected  to  the  dignified  office  of  "Flamen  Dialis",  through 
the  interest  of  Caisus  Marius,  who  had  married  his  aunt  Julia  in 


When  Caesar  was  Just  22  he  undertook  a voyage  to  Rhodes,  to 
perfect  himself  in  oratory.  On  this  occasion  he  was  captured  by 
pirates,  but  displayed  example  of  intrepidity  before  being 
ransomed  by  a contribution  of  50  talents  raised  by  a number  of 
Greek  maritime  cities.  He  then  raised  and  manned  a fleet  of 
Milesian  ships  and  attacked  the  pfirates,  whom  he  captured  and  had 
crucified.  When  he  returned  to  Rome  he  learned  that  he  had  been 


67  B.C. 


Ill 


elected  Pontiff.  Besides  this  appointment,  and  through  patrician 
interest,  he  was  by  popular  favor.  Military  Tribune  against  a 
powerful  competitor. 

After  his  first  wife  died,  Caesar  married  Pompeia  in  67  B.C. 
she  was  the  daughter  of  Q.  Pompeius  Rufus  and  Cornelia,  who  was 
the  daughter  of  Sulla.  Thus  united  with  this  powerful  family,  he 
actively  promoted  the  views  and  efficiently  aided  the  proceedings 
of  Pompey.  He  was  elected  to  one  of  the  Curule  Ediles  in  66  B.C. 
and  the  next  year  shared  the  office  with  M.  Bibulus  as  a 
colleague.  Though  M.  Bibulus  paid  the  largest  share  of  the  cost 
of  the  unprecedented  magnificent  public  games  that  year,  Caesar, 
who  was  in  immeasurable  debt,  was  awarded  all  the  credit  of  the 
liberality  and  all  the  applause  of  the  people. 

Caesar  was  declared  Pontifex  Maximus  in  63  B.C.  and  on  this 
occasion  he  had  munificent  largesses  distributed  to  the  people. 

It  is  said  that  on  this  occasion,  just  before  he  went  to  the 
"Comitia",  he  predicted  to  his  mother,  "This  day  you  will  see 
your  son  either  Pontifex  Maximus  or  an  exile.".  However  he  had 
already  been  enrolled  in  Pontifical  college  several  years  before, 
so  it  was  not  such  a big  surprise.  A year  after  becoming  Pontifex 
Maximus,  he  was  made  "Praetor  Urbanus".  After  this  praetorship 
he  was  laden  with  debts  and  unable  to  face  his  creditors,  went  as 
pro-consul  to  Lusitania.  The  following  year  he  vanquished  the 
enemies  of  Rome  in  that  country,  whom  he  had  not  found  as  enemies 
upon  his  arrival,  but  made  them  so,  as  his  ambition  for  a triumph 
and  spoils  drove  him  on.  For  these  victories  he  was  made 
Imperator.  In  60  B.C.  he  returned  to  Rome  and  went  to  the 
"Comitia"  to  canvass  for  a Triumph  and  for  the  consulate,  but  was 
unable  to  attain  either.  As  he  entered  the  city  of  Rome  as  a 
private  citizen,  he  could  not  according  to  law  enjoy  a Triumph. 
On  the  other  hand,  without  being  personally  present  at  the  time 
necessary,  he  could  not  be  a candidate  for  the  Consulate. 

The  civil  war  with  Pompey  had  begun  in  49  B.C.  and  Pompey 


and  the  consuls  wore  driven  into  exile  in  Greece.  At  this  time 
Caesar  was  appointed  Dictator,  for  the  purpose  of  holding 
"Comitia"  to  elect  new  consuls,  but  he  abdicated  this  office  in 
order  to  pursue  Pompeius  Magnus  in  Greece.  When  Caesar  finally 
caught  up  with  the  fugitive  Pompev,  he  found  him  dead  in  Egypt. 
Here  he  was  ensnared  in  the  charms  of  Cleopatra  and  undertook  a 
rash  war  with  her  brother  Ptolemy.  In  47  B.C.  he  took  Alexandria 
on  the  27th.  of  March,  put  Ptolemy  to  death  and  gave  Egypt  to 
Cleopatra. 

When  news  of  all  his  victories  reached  Rome  he  was  created 
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"Dictator"  -for  a year,  an  honor  that  was  subsequently  renewed 
every  year  there  a-fter.  Upon  returning  to  Rome  he  put  down  the 
commotions  that  were  going  on  there  making  immediate  preparations 
■for  the  A-frican  war.  After  his  victories  in  Africa  and  upon 
returning  to  Rome  in  April  of  46  B.C.,  he  celebrated  four  days, 
for  four  distinct  triumphs.  He  then  prepared  for  a war  in  Spain 
with  the  sons  of  Pompey,  whom  he  defeated.  In  44  B.C.  he  was 


aopointed  Perpetual  Dictator  and  Consul  for  the  fifth  time.  In 
his  56th.  year,  while  mediating  a campaign  against  Setae  and 
Parthians,  he  was  assassinated  by  a conspiracy  of  the  Republicans 
lead  by  Brutus  and  Cassius. 

THE  SELF  PROCLAIMED  KING 


Orllie  - Antoine  de  Tounens  (1820-1878)  was  a French  adventurer,  who 
in  1860  went  to  the  Auracanian  Indian  territory  in  southern  Chile. 
Once  there  he  declared  a constitutional  monarchy  with  himself  as  the 
king  of  Aurancania  and  Patagonia.  He  had  coins  minted  in  Germany 
with  the  reverse  inscription  of  NOUVELLE  FRANCE  UN  PESO  1874  and 
eleven  stars  and  crossed  branches  at  the  bottom.  The  obverse  in- 
scription is  ORLLIE -ANTOINE  IJ^  ROL  DARAUCANIE  ET  DE  PATAGONIE  which' 
is  surrounding  the  crowned  arms  and  27  stars. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 

********************************************************************* 
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AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  BYZANTINE  COINAGE 


I.  C.  G.  Campbelly  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  NI  HLM-12 

No.  47  - MICHAEL  VI  STRATIOTICUS  (1056-1057) 

Another  very  brief  reign,  this  time  ending  in  abdication,  not  death. 
Michael  was  the  chosen  representative  of  the  court  party  as  opposed 
to  the  great  military  landowners  of  the  outlying  Empire.  It  is  not 
clear  what  the  particular  quarrel  was,  but  except  for  being  chosen 
by  the  aged  Theodora,  Michael  had  no  better  claim  than  anyone  else. 
There  was  a military  revolt  and  Isaac  Comnenus,  one  of  the  greatest 
of  the  landowners  and  whose  family  would  continue  to  play  a prominent 
role  in  the  declining  empire,  was  chosen  as  their  leaders  and  rival 
emperor.  Michael  also  faced  a revolt  in  the  capital  itself  and  so 
abdi cated. 


The  Coinage 

Inevitably  his  twelve  months  reign  did  not  have  time  for  many  coins 
and  he  left  three  types,  two  of  which  are  extremely  rare.  The  bronze 
coinage  still  continued  to  be  anonymous. 

Gold 


Histamenon  Nomisma.  This  very  rare  coin  was  wrongly  attributed  in 
earlier  catalogues  (too  many  Michaels  in  this  century!)  i.e.  in  Wroth 
under  Michael  V,  BMC  No.  1.  It  has  a thin  spread  fabric  and  weight 
varies  from  4.35-4.45. 


Obverse:  Nimbate  bust  of  the  Christos  Pantocrator.  His  right  hand  is 

raised  in  benediction  (not  very  clear)  and  he  has  the 
Gospels  in  the  left. 

Legend:  As  usual  though  the  letters  are  cut  worse  than  usual. 


Reverse:  The  nimbate  Virgin  standing  right  crowns  Michael  on  the  left 

(half  figures) , both  facing.  He  holds  a globus  crowned  in 
his  left  hand,  the  end  of  the  chlamys  being  draped  over  that 
arm.  His  right  hand  is  raised  to  his  breast  (rather  like 
our  pledge  of  allegiance),  m and  S between  them> 


Legend:  The  letters  are  so  badly  formed  they  are  hard  to  read,  hence 

the  two  versions  that  follow. 

D.O.:  +fniXA  HLAH\OCR  Wroth:  +miXA  HLAH  rOCit  AT^ 
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D.O.  Variants: 


0 for  0 

+mXA  HJAH  ZOCRZ 
— M for 


Seaby  attributed  histamenon  nomisma 
for  Michael  V.  (Slightly  reduced 
in  size) 


Illustrated  above  is  the  histamenon  nomisma  that  Seaby  attributes  to 
Michael  V (see  Byzantine  No.  43  - Zoe,  January  1989).  D.O.  attributes 
it  to  Michael  IV»  mint  of  Thessalonika  (December,  1988). 


Tetarteron  Nomisma.  This  coin,  rare,  is  small  and  thick  in  fabric, 
weight  varies  from  3.28-4.03. 


Obverse:  Bust  of  the  Virgin,  nimbate,  orans  with  the  usual  frff  to  left 

and  ^ to  right.  No  legend. 


Reverse:  Bearded  Michael  facing  and  standing  on  a cushion  or  foot- 

stool. He  holds  a long  handled  cross  in  his  right  hand 
and  an  akakia  (box)  in  his  left.  He  also  wears  a saccos. 

Legend:  Badly  formed  letters  reading: 

D.O.:  +/T1IXAHA  AVKOC  Goodacre:  + miXAHL  AV60CRA6- 

RA'^' 

Si  1 ver 

Miliariesion  2/3(7).  An  extremely  rare  coin  not  shown  in  Wroth  or 

Goodacre . 

Obverse:  Bust  of  the  Virgin,  nimbate,  orans  as  in  the  tetarteron. 

In  the  field  to  left  and  right  are  Rif 

Legend:  Reading  not  clear.  [HRAAX6P]  NITICA 

Reverse:  Legend  in  six  lines,  readings  not  clear.  +gk€ 

ROH061 

MIXAH[A 

OP0OA[O 

ZC0A6C 

nOTH 
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This  is  my  last  article  in  this  series  as  I ceased  my  numismatic 
writing  some  fifteen  months  ago.  However,  the  series  will  be  contin- 
ued and  finished  by  a long  time  friend  here  in  Lincoln,  Mr.  R.  R. 
Kutcher,  with  whose  writings  many  of  you  are  familiar.  He  will,  I 
know,  do  an  excellent  job.  I have  to  thank  those  of  you  who  have 
made  positive  remarks  and  expressed  appreciation  over  the  years. 

Also,  I would  like  to  thank  the  editor  for  his  work  with  my  manu- 
script, often  not  laid  out  very  well.  (I.  C.  G.  Campbell). 


********************************************************************* 


WARNING  FOR  COLLECTORS  OF  CZECHOSLOVAKIAN  COINS 


The  1989  edition  of  the  Standard  Catalog  of  World  Coins  has  erroneous 
information  on  page  446,  Czechoslovak  Soc.  Rep.  KM6  5 Haleru  1924. 

The  mintage  is  shown  as  100  pieces  when  in  reality  the  actual  mintage 
is  only  10  pieces. 

In  Czechoslovakia  there  are  2 pieces  in  private  collections  and  one 
piece  in  the  Prague  National  Museum.  Several  times  I've  seen  counter- 
feit 5 Haleru  1924  advertised  on  the  numismatic  market.  In  Czecho- 
slovakia collectors  who  see  these  advertised  know  that  they  are  false 
coins  because  it's  almost  impossible  to  buy  a genuine  piece  of  that 
date.  I would  think  that  the  $20.00  to  $60.00  US  prices  shown  in  the 
SCWC  would  be  very  high  to  pay  for  a counterfeit  coin.  Therefore,  if 
you  see  one  of  these  pieces  advertised  for  sale,  I would  recommend 
that  you  do  not  buy  it  as  it  will  be  a counterfeit. 

Collectors  who  do  not  trust  my  information  can  refer  to  Ceskosloven- 
ski  mince  1918-1977  by  Eduard  Polivka.  Mr.  Polivka  is  the  highest 
numismatic  authority  on  Czechoslovakian  coins. 

Zdenek  Knapek 
Prerov,  Czechoslovakia 

★★***********■*'***★★★*★*★'*'**★***★*★***★***■*■★*■*■★★**★**★*★*******★★★★*** 
SPECIAL  GOLD  4 SOVEREIGNS 


The  U.S.  Mint  struck  some  gold  coins  of  4 sovereigns  denomination  in 
1947.  These  pieces  were  just  between  the  $10  and  $20  U.S.  gold  pieces 
in  size  (1-3/4").  The  obverse  has  the  American  heraldic  eagle  and; 
"U.S.  MINT  PHILADELPHIA  - U.S.A.".  The  reverse  has  an  inscription 
within  an  oblong  box.  The  coins  weigh  493.1  grains  and  are  916  2/3 
fine,  and  were  intended  for  use  in  Saudi  Arabia. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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A DONATION  OF  DI.ES  PART 


R.J.  Hebert,  Hashington,  D.C. 

This  is  the  ^inal  part  of  my  listing  of  Indian  unofficial 

dies. 

1.  Mughal 

Reverse  die  (28  mm.)  which  is  much  rusted  and  worn. 


manDs 

SANAH  2 JULGS 
ZARB 
??? 


. Reverse  die  (39  MM.)  in  a very  crude  style. 


I 


♦ • ♦ 


??? 

W JULUS  31 
??? 
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4.  hughal 

Reverse  die  (29  mm.)  much  rusted  and  worn. 


5.  Die  (28  mm. ) 


6.  Mughal 

Die  (32  mm.)  much  worn  and  rusted. 


SHA  (H)  GHAZ! 
SHAH  1269  GHAZI 

997 


9999 


4 • • 


9999 

SHAH 

9999 


7.  Mughal 

Shah  Alam  II,  A. H. 1 173-1221=A. D. 1759-1806 
Obverse  gold  die  (25  mm.)  much  worn  and  in  a crude  style 


The  legend  seems  to  be 


»LijL»  jJU 

' Struck  coin  in  tl)e  Seven  CHmee,  U)«  shadow  of  the 
divine  favour, 

The  defender  of  the  faith  of  Ifa^^mmad,  the  emperor 
Sh&h  *Alam.' 
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The  literature  on  Indian  coin  dies  is  sparse.  The  following 
titles  might  be  ot  interest  to  those  who  want  read  more  on  the 
subject . 

Gandhi,  Jagdish,  "Some  Old  Coin  Dies  from  Rajasthan" , Numismatic 
Di gest  Vol . 4,  No. 2 (December  1980),  pp.  60-65. 

The  author  illustrates  some  anvil  and  punch  dies  (8 
specimens)  o-f  the  Mughals,  Durranis  and  Native  States. 

Hebert,  R. , "The  Coin  Dies  of  Tonk  State",  JAINS  IV  1981-82, 
pps.61-3,  platesIII. IV.V. 

Kaus,  Hurmuz,  "A  Coin  Die  of  ftsaf  Jah  10  of  Hyderabad  ( 1244-1273 ) 
1829-1857  R.D.,  The  Numi smatic  Circular.  Vol.67,  No. 10  (October 
1959)  p.185,  illus. 

, "Rn  Indian  Coin  Die",  The  Numismatic  Circular.  Vol.67,  No. 

1 (January  1959)  p.8,  illus. 

, "Dies  of  Rsaf  Jahi  Coins",  The  Numismatic  Circular.  Vol.64 

No. 5 (May  1956)  cols.  211-214,  illus. 

Sethi,  Rajendra  Kumar,  "ft  Coin  Die  of  Sultan  Rlauddin  Huhammad 
Shah  II  of  Selhi  Sultanate",  Jains  IV  1981-2,  p.64,  pi.  II  5 

, S.K.  Bhatt  & R,  Holkar,  A Study  of  Hoi kar  State  Coinage. 

Indoes  Nai  Dunia  Press  * Modern  Printary  Ltd.  1976,  plate  20  and 
text 

W.W.  Webb,  The  Currencies  of  the  Hindu  States  of  Raputana. 
Varanasi,  Westminster  Indological  book  House,  1972 

****************************************************************** 

NUMISMATIC  GLEANINGS 


The  election  July  30,  1589,  of  Pasquale  Cicogna  to  be  Doge  of  Venice 
"had  not... taken  place  without  a struggle.  It  was  only... after  the 
fifty-third  ballot,  that  he  acquired  the  necessary  majority,  and  even 
then  his  success  was  due  only  to  the  sudden  decision  of  his  rival, 
Vincenzo  Morosini,  to  stand  down.  When  the  result  was  proclaimed,  the 
populace,  who  had  already  staged  noisy  demonstrations  in  support  of 
Morosini  outside  the  Doges'  Palace,  were  furious.  Their  favourite 
was  immensely  rich  and  renowned  for  his  generosity;  both  qualities, 
they  knew,  whould  have  been  fully  demonstrated  during  his  inaugural 
procession  round  the  Piazza,  when  the  Doge  traditionally  scattered 
coins  to  his  scrambling  subjects.  Cicogna,  on  the  other  hand,  was 
notoriously  mean:  a fact  which  he  proved  by  scattering  not  the  usual 

golden  ducats  but  small  silver  coins  of  five  soldi  --  and,  we  are  told 
not  very  many  of  those.  (For  years  afterwards,  they  were  contemptuous 
ly  referred  to  as  oicognini.)" 


--  John  Julius  Norwich,  A History  of 
Venice j (1982),  page  502. 

(Submitted  by  David  G.  Briggs) 
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CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 


Key  to  Listing:  FINE  or  better  for  all  Yeoman  types,  VERY  GOOD  or 

better  for  all  Craig  types.  Underlined  = Uncirculated.  C = Complete. 

C = Complete  with  at  least  one  uncirculated  type.  CX  ( ) = Com- 

plete except  those  listed.  X = Except.  Mints  are  not  listed  unless 
multiple  for  the  particular  year. 

BOTSWANA:  Y1  - C;  Y3  - C. 

BRAZIL:  C65a  - C;  C81  - 1815B;  C83  - 1802;  C106  - 1819;  C127a  - 1827R; 

C128  - 1830R;  C128a  - 1831R;  C147a  - 1827R;  YA6  - 1856,  1860;  YA8  - 
1858;  YA9  - 1854;  YAH  - 1868;  YA12  - 1868,  1869(Bruss);  YA13  - 1873; 
YAH  - 1885;  YA15  - 1871;  YA16  - 1888;  YA17  - 1886;  YA24  - 1888;  YA25 

- 1889;  Y1  - 1889,  1893,  1901;  Y2  - 1900;  Y3  - 1889,  1897,  1898;  Y4  - 

1889,  1894;  Y9  - C;  Y12  - C;  Y13  - C;  Y14  - C;  Y15  - 1906;  Y17  - 1907; 

Y21  - C;  Y22  - C;  Y27  - 1919,  1920;  Y28  - 1918,  1919;  Y29  - 1920,  1925, 

1930,  1935;  Y30  - 1918;  Y31  - 1921,  1922;  Y32  - 1927,  1928;  Y33  - 1927; 

Y34  - C;  Y35  - C;  Y35a  - C;  Y38  - C;  Y39  - C;  Y40  - C;  Y42  - C;  Y44  - 
C;  Y45  - CX  (1938);  Y46  - 1937;  Y47  - 1936,  1938;  Y48  - C;  Y52  - 1938; 
Y53  - 1937;  Y55  - C;  Y56  - C;  Y57  - 1938;  Y58  - CX  (1942);  Y59  - C; 

Y60  - C;  Y61  - C;  Y62  - C;  Y63  - C;  Y64  - C;  Y64a  - CX  (1943,  1947); 

Y65  - C;  Y65a  - CX  (1946);  Y66  - C;  Y66a  - CX  (1946);  Y67  - 1943, 

1944,  1945,  1946,  1953;  Y68  - CX  (1942,  1947,  1950,  1952,  1955,  1956); 
Y69  - C;  Y73  - CX  Im7,  1949,  1952);  Y74  - CX  (1951  , 1952,  1956); 

Y75  - CX  (1948,  1949);  Y76  - 1956;  Y77  - 1945,  1961;  Y78  - C;  Y79  - C; 
Y80  - C;  Y81  - CX  (1958);  Y82  - CX  (1957,  1958);  Y83  - CX  (1958);  Y84 

- C;  Y85  - C;  Y86  - C;  Y87  - C;  Y87a  - C;  Y88  - C;  Y88a  - C;  Y89  - C; 

Y89a  - C;  Y90  - C;  Y90a  - C;  Y90b  - 1975;  Y91  - C;  Y91a  - C;  Y92a  - C; 

Y92b  - T978;  Y93  - C;  Y94  - C;  Y95  - C;  Y97  - C;  Y98  - 1975;  Y99  - 
1975;  YlOO  - 1975W. 

BRITISH  CARIBBEAN  TERRITORIES:  Y1  - C;  Y2  - CX  (1957,  1959,  1963); 

Y3  - 1955,' 1957,  1958,  1961  , 1965;  Y4  - 1955,  1964,  1965;  Y5  - C;  Y6  - 
CX  (1959);  Y7  - 1955.  East  Caribbean  Territories:  KMl  - 1981 ; KM2  - 

T981 . 

BRITISH  VIRGIN  ISLANDS:  Y2  - 1974. 

BRITISH  WEST  AFRICA:  Y1  - 1908;  Y2  - 1908;  Y7  - 1928,  1931  ; Y9  - 1935, 

1936;  Yl8  - 1936';"719  - 1936,  1936KN;  Y20  - 1936KN;  Y22  - 1941  , 1946KN; 
Y23  - 1937KNT1942,  1947H;  Y24  - 1937H,  1940,  1940H,  1942,  1943,  1943H, 
1944,  1945,  1945KN,  1947H;  Y25  - 1938KN,  1940H,  1940KN,  1947H;  Y2  - 
1938,  1946,  1947;“Y27  - 1938,  1939,  1946,  1947;  Y28  - 1938H,  1938KN, 
1946KN;  Y30  - 1949KN;  Y31a  - 1952H,  1952KN;  Y33  - 1951,  1952H. 

BRITISH  WEST  INDIES:  Cl  - 1822;  C2  - 1822;  C3  - 1822. 

BRUNEI:  Y1  - C;  Y2-6  - C. 

*********************************************************************** 


SOHO  MANX  CARTWHEELS 


Yes,  Boulton  made  so-called  Cartwheel  coins  for  the  Isle  of  Man  in 
1798  (along  with  those  for  England  and  Ireland).  They  also  made 
another  issue  in  1813.  And  restrikes  of  both  issues,  ca.  1856,  were 
from  rusted,  pitted  dies  using  liquidated  SOHO  dies  under  supervision 
of  C.  H.  Kuchler. 


(Submitted  by  Fred  Drost,  NLG) 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 


THREE  NEW  RUSSIAN-LANGUAGE  NUMISmilC  BOOKS 

The  following  three  books  should  be  of  interest  to  readers  of  NI  and 
can  be  gotten  from  Victor  P.  Kamkin  Bookstore,  Inc.,  12224  Parklawn 
Drive,  Rockville,  Maryland  20852,  USA,  or  other  Russian  language 
book  shops. 

Mikhail  Markovich  Maksinov.  OChERK  0 ZOLOTE  (Essay  About  Gold). 

Soft  cover  8-1/8"  x 5-1/2",  112pp,  100,000  copies  printed.  Moscow 
"Nedra:  1988"  (Reprint  of  1977  edition).  55  kopeks  = US  $2.50. 

This  book  is  for  the  general  reader  and  consists  of  13  chapters  deal- 
ing with  such  topics  as  the  use  of  gold  in  pre-monetary  times,  in 
antiquity,  in  the  medieval  period,  in  modern  times,  and  in  Russia, 
as  well  as  gold  in  the  Urals,  in  Siberia,  and  outside  of  Russia. 

There  are  52  photos  (of  not  so  good  quality),  mostly  of  coins.  The 
book  should  be  of  interest  to  anyone  who  wants  an  overview  of  the 
role  of  gold  in  the  history  of  the  world. 

Peter  Osipovich  Karyshkovski i . MONETY  OL'BII  (The  Coins  of  Olbia). 

Soft  cover  8-3/8"  x 5-5/8",  168pp,  18,000  copies  printed.  Kiev  Kaukova 
Dumka:  1988.  75  kopeks  = US  $3.90 

This  book  discusses  and  illustrates  coins  of  Olbia,  a Greek  colonial 
city  founded  in  the  7th  century  at  the  mouth  of  the  Bug  River,  near 
present-day  Nikolayev,  Ukranian  S.S.R. 

The  contents  consist  of  an  Introduction  and  5 Chapters:  1.  Olbia 

from  the  middle  of  the  6th  through  the  middle  of  the  4th  centuries 
B.C.;  2.  Olbia  in  the  second  half  of  the  4th  century  B.C.;  3.  Olbia 
from  the  beginning  of  the  3rd  through  the  middle  of  the  1st  centuries 
B.C.;  4.  Transition  from  Greek  Olbia  into  the  Roman  system;  5.  Roman 
Olbia  from  the  end  of  the  1st  to  the  end  of  the  4th  centuries  A.D. 

This  is  followed  by  a Conclusion,  an  Appendix,  a Bibliography  of  some 
302  titles,  a list  of  Abbreviations,  and  a Table  of  Contents.  Numer- 
ous line  drawings  and  tables  are  found  throughout  the  text.  There 
are  6 pages  of  plates  (adequate  but  not  good  enough  to  do  die  studies) 
illustrating  the  coins  discussed.  You  should  certainly  consider  ad- 
ding this  book  to  your  shelves  if  you  collect  Greek  or  Roman  coins, 
or  if  you  are  interested  in  the  ancient  history  of  Southern  Russia. 

Edvard  Vasil' evich  Rtveladze.  DREVNIE  MONETY  SREDNEI  AZII  (The 
Ancient  Coins  of  Central  Asia).  Hard  cover  8-1/8"  x 5-7/16",  184pp, 
3,400  copies  printed.  Tashkent.  Izdatel'stvo  Literatury  i Iskusstva 
Imeni  Gafura  Guljama:  1987.  5 roubles  10  kopeks  - US  $16.00. 

The  author  discusses  and  illustrates  pre-Islamic  coins  of  Central  Asia. 
The  text  is  in  three  languages;  Uzbek  (1-24),  Russian  (25-41),  and 
English  (42-56).  The  text  has  a general  discussion  of  the  history  of 
Central  Asia  and  of  the  coins  used  there.  The  Album  (57-181)  con- 
sists of  62  superb  black-and-white  and  colored  plates  by  M.  Kh. 

Ishakov,  including  many  seldom-seen  (at  least  for  the  non-Soviet 
collector)  rarities  and  unique  pieces  beginning  with  a tetradrachm  of 
Alexander  of  Macedon  and  ending  with  a bronze  cash-type  piece  of  Urka 
Vartarmuk  (late  seventh  century).  Even  numbered  pages  show  the 
reverse  to  scale,  while  odd-numbered  pages  show  an  enlargement  of  the 
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obverse.  Diameters  and  weights  as  well  as  where  the  piece  can  be 
found  - public  or  private  collections  - are  included.  We  are  shown 
Greek,  Indo-Greek,  Indo-Bactrian , Parthian,  Indo-Parthian , Sasanid, 
Kushano-Shah , Kushano-Sasanid , Sogdian  coins,  Bactriam  imitations, 
and  local  coins  of  Keshian,  Chachian,  Chionite,  Hephthalite,  Chag- 
•hanian,  Khoresmnian,  Bukharan,  Kabarnian,  and  Binakethian  striking, 
many  of  which  can  be  found  and  seen  only  in  the  U.S.S.R.  It  is  un- 
fortunate that  in  some  instances  a negative  has  been  flipped  so  that 
the  coin  is  shown  with  bust  and  legend  retrograde. 

The  author  who  was  born  in  1942  studied  numismatics  under  the  well- 
known  Soviet  archaeologist  M.  E.  Masson,  and  has  participated  in  70 
archaeological  expeditions  into  Central  Asia  and  the  Caucasus.  He 
is  the  author  (1981  and  1982)  of  books  on  Central  Asia  numismatics. 

The  author  has  succeeded  in  his  stated  aim  of  giving  us  an  idea  of 
the  complexity  and  diversity  of  early  and  medieval  numismatics  of 
Central  Asia.  I do  recommend  this  book  highly  and  urge  you  to  get 
it  if  Central  Asia  is  your  area  of  interest. 

Reviewed  by  R.  J.  Hebert 


DIE  LOCHWnzen  chinas  (Holed  Chinese  Coins).  1988.  Herbert  Staack. 
424pp,  12"  X 85'i",  spiral -bound  soft  cover.  ^ Berlin,  no  publisher 
listed.  Available  from  Scott  Semans,  P.  0.  Box  22849,  Seattle,  WA 
98122  for  $65.00  plus  postage. 

Finally,  someone  has  taken  on  the  Herculean  task  of  compiling  a com- 
plete numbered  and  illustrated  catalog  of  all  Chinese  "cash"  coins  in 
a form  accessible  to  most  Westerners.  (There  are  parallel  texts  in 
both  German  and  English.  The  English  language  portion  of  the  text  is 
often  a little  odd  in  grammar  and  word  choice,  but  is  perfectly  intel- 
ligible.) This  is  a very  good  book  which  fulfills  a need  which  has 
been  pressing  for  many  years.  Essentially,  Mr.  Staack  has  taken  all 
of  the  coins  listed  by  Schjbth,  Lockhart  {The  Lockhart  Collection. ^ 
Coole,  Ting  Fu-pao,  and  The  Standard  Catalog  of  World  Coins,  removed 
the  more  obvious  bogus  pieces,  the  minor  calligraphic  varieties,  and 
the  casting  errors,  and  listed  them  in  as  near  to  chronological  order 
as  is  practical.  He  also  lists  a substantial  number  of  coins,  some 
decidedly  odd,  which  are  not  found  in  any  of  theso  references.  Each 
coin  is  illustrated,  usually  with  a decent  quality  rubbing.  Many  of 
these  are  taken  from  the  existing  literature,  especial  ly  from  Ting, 
but  some  appear  to  be  new,  including  what  seem  to  be  rubbings  of  some 
of  the  original  Schjbth  plate  coins. 

There  are  many  lists  of  additional  information:  Chinese  numerals, 

characters  for  the  di fferent  ^.metals , weights  of  different  denomin- 
ation coins  during  each  dynasty,  auxiliary  characteres  on  coins,  dif- 
ference script  styles  of  characters,  reign  titles  or  nien  hao  by 
stroke-order,  coin  inscriptions  arranged  alphabetically  by  Wade- 
Giles  romanization , the  Chinese  dynasties,  rulers  (and  rebels)  with 
both  Chinese  and  romanized  names  and  nien  hao  in  chronological  order, 
place  names  found  on  coins  (Chinese,  Manchu,  and  Turki),  and  finally, 
a 30  page  concordance  of  catalog  numbers  from  the  primary  source  works 
--  a valuable  document  in  its  own  right.  (Staack  has  apparently  had 
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to  invent  Ting  Fu-pao  numbers,  since  that  author  neglected  to  number 
coins  in  his  works.  I found  it  relatively  simple,  although  tedious, 
to  repeat  this  exercise,  and  thereby  obtain  a useful  reference  to  the 
individual  Ting  illustrations.)  In  spite  of  all  this  material,  most 
of  the  book  is  taken  up  by  368  pages  listing  and  illustrating  3,511 
coins. 

I should  point  out  some  of  the  things  the  book  does  not  accomplish 
(and,  mostly,  does  not  attempt  to).  It  has  negligible  historical 
background;  offers  no  information  on  non-Chinese  "cash",  even  those 
coins  closely  allied  to  or  derived  from  Chinese  issues  (although 
some  of  these  seem  to  be  inadvertently  included  as  Chinese);  and, 
beyond  Ting  Fu-pao,  pays  only  modest  heed  to  the  extensive  oriental 
literature  on  the  subject. 

Mostly  because  of  this  last  point,  there  are  a number  of  noticeable 
omissions,  although  primarily  of  coins  not  likely  to  be  encountered. 

A few  listings  are  of  pieces  which  I would  consider  of  doubtful  auth- 
enticity. Nonetheless,  from  the  perspective  of  a collector,  I find 
it  difficult  to  praise  Herbert  Staack  enough.  Die  Loohmnzen  Chinas 
is  certainly  the  most  useful  single  reference  around  which  to  organ- 
ize a collection.  It  is  much  more  complete  than  any  of  the  previous- 
ly available  European  language  works,  and,  indeed,  is  more  so  than 
any  oriental  work  with  which  I am  familiar.  As  a further  bonus,  to 
me  at  least,  it  uses  the  Wade-Giles  system  for  romanizing  Chinese 
words  and  names  - long  familiar  to  the  coin  collector  - rather  than 
the  currently  fashionable  Pinyin  system.  The  Chinese  characters  used 
throughout  the  book  are  large  and  very  legible,  not  so  in  certain 
other  works,  and  are  rendered  in  their  full  form  rather  than  the  ab- 
breviated style  now  used  in  the  P.R.C. 

The  book  is  reasonably  well  made,  with  heavy  acetate  cover-protectors. 
Since  neither  publisher  nor  printer  is  mentioned,  I suspect  that  it 
is  a private  printing,  possibly  in  limited  quantity.  This  would  ex- 
plain the  high  price.  Even  at  $65.00,  though.  Die  Loahniunzen  Chinas 
is  almost  mandatory  for  any  but  the  beginning  collector  of  early 
Chinese  coins. 


Reviewed  by  Landon  Ross 


KARATS  AND  PERCENTAGE  OF  PURE  GOLD 


24K 

= 

100% 

15K 

= 

62.5% 

23. 5K 

= 

97.9% 

"Fine  gold" 

14K 

= 

58.3% 

23K 

= 

95.8% 

13K 

= 

54.2% 

22K 

= 

91.7% 

"Crown  Gold"  British 

12K 

= 

50.0% 

21K 

= 

87.5% 

IIK 

= 

45.8% 

20K 

= 

83.3% 

lOK 

= 

41.7% 

19K 

= 

79.2% 

9K 

= 

37.5% 

18K 

= 

75.0% 

8K 

= 

33.3% 

17K 

= 

70.8% 

7K 

= 

29.2% 

16K 

= 

66.7% 

(Submitted  by  Ron  Herneshen) 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

Edw.  J.  Sabo1 , 427  King  St.,  Woodbury,  N.J.  08096  (Phone:  609  - 
845-1040) : WANTED  - Catalogs,  pamphlets,  etc.  for  Sassanian  coins 

and  "silver  drachmas". 

Hilde  Wurm,  Postfach  6488,  D775  Konstanz,  West  Germany:  I would  like 

to  invite  all  dealers  selling  at  wholesale  conditions  to  send  me 
offers.  Over  the  years  I have  found  very  good  contacts  with  some  20 
dealers,  but  I would  appreciate  enlarging  that  circle  by  competent 
wholesalers . 

ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  Attribution  Committee  will  accept  from 

NI  members  only,  any  numismatic  items,  whether  paper,  metal,  or  what- 
ever, for  attribution.  We  must  limit  the  items  to  a TOTAL  OF  SIX  (6) 
MAXIMUM.  The  cost  is  just  advance  payment  of  return  postage,  includ- 
ing sufficient  for  insurance  or  registration,  if  desired.  Send  to: 

NI  Attribution  Committee,  P.  0.  Box  2057,  Saugatuck  Sta.,  Westport, 
Conn.  06880,  USA. 

*********************************************  ********.************y^^y^ 

MAJOR  EXHIBITION  ANNOUNCEMENT 

An  exhibition  entitled  MAHARAJAS  AND  INDIAN  PRINCELY  STATES  BEYOND 
COUNT:  THE  ROBBINS  COLLECTION  OF  FISCAL  PHILATELY  will  be  on  exhibi- 

tion from  October  3,  1989  through  December,  1989  at  the  Cardinal 
Spellman  Philatelic  Museum,  235  Wellesley  Street,  Weston,  Massa- 
chusetts 02193. 

The  Robbins  Collection  contains  material  from  hundreds  of  Indian 
Princely  States  and  Estates.  The  exhibit  will  have  a historical 
format  in  keeping  with  Dr.  Robbins'  recent  article  "Use  of  Numis- 
matic and  Philatelic  Source  Materail  in  the  Study  of  the  Indian 
Princely  States",  Indo-British  Review  (in  press).  On  display  will 
be  court  fee  and  revenue  stamps,  stamp  papers,  fiscal  documents, 
hundis,  stock  certificates  and  cash  coupons.  Art,  maps,  photographs, 
books,  coins  and  postage  stamps  will  be  used  to  document  issues 
riased  by  the  fiscal  philatelic  material. 

For  further  information,  contact  Russell  W.  Dillaway,  Executive 
Director  of  the  Cardinal  Spellman  Museum  or  Dr.  Kenneth  X.  Robbins, 
M.D.,  Ltd.,  5055  Seminary  Road,  Suite  108,  Alexandria,  Virgina  22311 
(telephone  379-2600). 


Information  supplied  by  the  Exhibitor 

•k  ■k'kie-k-k'k  ★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

MARKS  USED  BY  THE_  ANCIENT  MINT  AT  ROME 

The  Mint  at  ancient  Rome  used  at  various  times  as  its  mark:  R,  RM, 

ROMA,  ROMOB,  SMR,  VRB , and  ROM.  This  mint  struck  coins  from  about 
269  B.C.  until  476  A.D.,  when  it  was  finally  closed. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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